Name: Chelsea Brown____________


Special Report Worksheet

Module #:
Title of Report: Extra Credit Special Report, Module 5b

1. Brief Summary of Report: (5 sentences): 

This report investigates the significant role of a German-shepherd in the life of Andrew who suffers from epilepsy. The debate centers around whether the dog is able to be managed without posing any danger to other students in the school, and whether the care the boy requires cannot be provided by the school. The dog is reported to help Andrew minimize the severity of his seizure and its reaction is quite swift and quick compared to humans. The school argues that teachers and other staff could help Andrew during emergencies and has urged that his parents allow him to come to school without the dog until it is certified to be safe. The use of trained dogs to help individuals with seizures is not prohibited by the school but they need the dog to be trained by a non-profit organization; this irreducible minimum has seen Andrew home-schooling.

2. Explain why you agree and/or disagree with the advice/procedure/intervention in this report (5 sentences): 

I agree with the procedure of using the dog for the assistance that Andrew requires when there isn’t an adult nearby to help him. However, I don’t think that this is the only way of helping Andrew navigate through his day. According to evidence established by Lauer, there is no solid proof that the dog could detect and predict seizure before it attacks. Considering the safety of other learners and in support of the school's concerns, Alaya was trained by a profit organization who may have rushed its training for profit benefits; there is no assurance therefore that the other students will be safe. I find it quite preposterous that a trained dog could actually be more efficient compared to a human being; it might have a quick reaction time due to proximity with Andrew but if the boy is closely monitored, teachers might stand more resourceful.

3. Explain how you would adapt the advice/procedure/intervention to make it more effective: (5 sentences): 

I believe that the procedure could be properly adapted to be more effective. While considering the advantages this procedure presents to Andrew, I would be concerned about the other students in the school. Therefore, I will check the training of the dog and what needs to be done further to ensure it won’t possible harm other students. I believe the two strategies could be integrated to work as one; specific teachers could be assigned to Andrew to monitor him while in the classroom while using the dog for outside classroom assistance. Regular assessment of the dog’s behavior is a great way to ensure it still has social restraints and can exhibit docility while around children. 

